
MICROBIOLOGY
TEST VALUE UNIT REFERENCE

ACID - FAST BACILLI
SAMPLE TYPE Sputum
RESULT Negative

Note: 
A positive Acid-Fast Bacillus (AFB) smear result provides an initial indication of a Mycobacterial infection. The positivity and grade of
the smear suggest the relative bacterial burden and correlate with the clinical presentation of the disease. Conversely, a negative AFB
smear may indicate the absence of Mycobacterial infection or that the Mycobacteria are present in insufficient numbers to be detected
under the microscope. It does not, however, differentiate between viable and non-viable organisms, nor does it distinguish between
different Mycobacterial species. 

Usage: 
This test is employed to detect acid-fast bacteria, primarily Mycobacterium tuberculosis, for the purposes of diagnosing and monitoring
tuberculosis.
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