
BIOCHEMISTRY
TEST VALUE UNIT REFERENCE

LIPASE 54 U/I 0 - 67

Physiologic Basis
Lipases are responsible for hydrolysis of glycerol esters of long-chain fatty acids to produce fatty acids and glycerol.

Interpretation 
Increased in: Acute, recurrent, or chronic pancreatitis, pancreatic pseudocyst, pancreatic malignancy, peritonitis, biliary disease,
hepatic disease, diabetes mellitus (especially diabetic ketoacidosis), intestinal disease, gastric malignancy or perforation, cystic fibrosis,
inflammatory bowel disease (Crohn disease and ulcerative colitis).

Comments 
Serum lipase may be a more reliable test than serum amylase for the initial diagnosis of acute pancreatitis, because of its increased
sensitivity in acute alcoholic pancreatitis and because lipase remains elevated longer than amylase.
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